AUGUSTINE
Augustine of Hippo was born Nov. 13, 354 to a pagan father named Patrick, and a Christian mother named Monica. He is undoubtedly one of the most influential Christian men in his period, and even has a dominating impact on the history of the church as a whole. After being well educated from a young age all the way up through university in Carthage, Augustine began to lecture in rhetoric. First in Carthage, (376-383) then in Rome (383-384). During his years as a young adult in Carthage, Augustine took for himself a concubine, had a son named Adeodatus (“given by God”), and remained faithful to this woman for a number of years. Being dissatisfied with what he perceived as shallow Christian thinking that his mother had introduced him to, Augustine turned to Manichaeism in search of answers to his moral, and philosophical questions. After roughly ten years as part of the Manichees he began to realize that he had been disillusioned and started to separate from them. It was around this time, (384) that he began to chair in rhetoric in Milan. As Augustine developed roots in Milan, he became influenced by both Platonian teaching, and Ambrose the Local bishop. It was around 386 in Milan that Augustine was converted, and began a process of thinking that furthered itself from Platonist thinking, and moved towards a more Christian theological approach. Though he had no intention of becoming clergy, it was not long until Augustine was pressured into becoming bishop of Hippo in 396. Taking his new position seriously, Augustine developed an Episcopal residence, and ascetic chapter, and a mini seminary. This whole community was based upon the Concordia (harmony) ideal that was put in place to defend against the human nature and the dangers of the world. Over the next period of time Augustine not only remains faithful to his duties as leader of the church, but also finds time to write his Confession (397-401). Confessions is a work which combines his personal story with spiritual meditation, moral examples, and a defense against his critics. It is also around this time that he wrote on the Trinity (399-419) which is another very influential writing on the subject. Much of Augustine’s writings are said to be developed out of controversy. Three of the primary groups that Augustine refuted were the Manichees, the Donatists, and the Pelagians. With the Manichees, his arguments concerned the goodness of creation, and the human free will. With the Donatists the concern was much more about trying to prevent their schismatic tendencies. At first Augustine was against coercions, but eventually as it was enforced, he began to believe it might be the only way. Augustine’s theological argument against the Donatists which suggested that only God can separate the wheat from the tears, made sense but did no good in reuniting the two groups. Eventually the Emperor Honorius was persuaded in 405 to issue an edict of unity between the Donatists and Catholics, to which there was much resistance all the way up to the triumph of Islam in the seventh and eighth century. The other major controversy that Augustine was involved in was Pelagianism. Headed up by Pelagius (ca. 350-425), Pelagianism taught that perfection was both an “obligation and a possibility” (p.180). A follower of Pelagius named Celestius even furthered such teaching saying that there is a state of innocence for everyone, and that there are sinless beings other then Christ who have lived. Augustine came against Pelagius, and Celestius strongly in 415 stating that only the Holy Spirit and Christ can make us obey God. It was during this period that Rome fell to the Goths in 410. After much political battling between Pelagius’ teaching and the Church concerning; free will, sin, grace, and sexuality, a final denunciation was agreed upon by a council of Carthage in May 1, 418. In his teaching Augustine argues that man is utterly dependant upon grace for salvation. Groups in Carthage, and Gaul tried to suggest a softer orthodoxy (Semi-Pelagianism) to which Augustine strongly disagreed. This Semi-Pelagian perspective was condemned in the Council of Orange in 529. After the destruction of Rome, many accusations started to come against Christianity suggesting that it was their turning the Roman world from its previous God’s that caused the destruction. It was in response to these accusations that Augustine wrote The City of God, which clearly defines Christianities role in the world. It is not a role associated with any particular nation (i.e.. Rome), or city, but instead a city of men and women who are elect from every nation (including the Barbarians). Whether it was through the fruit he produced in his writings that have caused many to see more of the truth of God, or the faithful pasturing of the local community in Hippo, Augustine was a man who served God, and though some may judge him differently, there is not question to the vast influence the Lord caused him to have on the church.
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